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The Symposium was held at the University of Aarhus., 22nd-26th July, 1968 under
the auspices of the Council with support from FAO, IC~' and UNESCO •

Thirty papers were presented to thc meeting and these covered many aspects of
trophic relations in the sea, from the problems of bacterial action in recycling
organic matter, to questions of thc effect of food availability as a limitation on
tho potential yiold from commcercial fisheries. A few papers on fresh watcr food
chains were included to provide a comparison of tho two aquatic regimes. Tho last
session of the meeting was a general diseussion. The meeting was attended by about
150 participnnts.

The Synposium was not intended to produce conclusionn or recommondations but
was designed to explore the problems inhercnt in the structure of marine food chains.
The papors and, espocially, thc discussion revealed the complexities of theso struc
turos Which mako it very difficult to predict potential yields at nny level, commer
cial or otherwiso. At the same time thc discussions emphasiscd tho naed for those
involved in this field to consider their resoarches from the perspectivo of tho
pmctical problems of world fisheries. Thus tho Symposium by comparing ond contrast
ing these different aspects has provided a first step towards their eventual combina
tion.
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Lo Symposium stest tonu a l'universite d'A~rhus du 22 au 26 juillet 1968
sous l'egide du Conseil avec 10 soutien financier de la FAO, de l'ICNAF et de
1 'UNESCO.

30 documonts ont ete pr6sontes au cours do la reunion. Ils trnitaicnt des
nombreux aspects des relations trophiquos maritimes, ce qui allnit du probleme
do Itaction des bactories dans 10 eyclo dos maticres' organiques juoqu'a la
quostion dos cons6quencos do la diminution do la nourriture disponible sur 10
rendomont potontial dos pechos commorcinlos. Quelques documonta Gur leG
chaincs alimentairos dans los oaux douees figuraiont dans co nombre, ce qui
pormcttait des comparaisons entro les deux regimes aquatiquos. La dorniero
Soanco do la reunion a ete consacruc a uno discussion gunerale. La reunion
groupait onviron 150 participants.

Lo Symposium n'avait pas pour but d'aboutir a dos conclusions cu ades
rocommandations mais utait destine a oxploror los problemes inherents a In
structure des chainos alimontaires marines. Les documents prosentes et, surtout,
Ia discussion qui a suivi, a permis do r6velor In compIcxite do ces structures
qui rend difficilo touto prudiction du rendement potentieI, quo ce soit sur le
pl~n commorcinl ou sur d'autroo plans. En memo temps, ln discusoion amis on
lUfliero Ia n6cossite pour tous ceux qui s'intcrossent 0. oos quostions
d10nvisager Ieurs recherches sous l'angle dos problemes prntiques des peches
mondiales. De ce fait, 10 Symposium a constitue un premier pas vers In
combinaison finale de ces differents aspecte, dans Ia mesure ou il a permis
de los comparer et de los mottre on contraste.
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